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Stopfiresetting.com
Projects for ages 6 and under
Matches and Lighters – Tools Not Toys

Overview

Children and fire are a universal problem.  Matches, lighters and smoking materials provide the single greatest fire hazard to young children.  Children should be aware of the behavior expected of them concerning fire. 

There is no single “right” philosophy concerning children and fire. The most important factor is that the behavior is conveyed to your child and enforced consistently.  Children must know what is expected of them.

Children need to understand that matches and lighters are tools used by grownups.  Always present matches and lighters as tools having a specific purpose – lighting candles, starting camp fires, lighting the barbecue.  Tell your child you will teach them how to use matches and lighters as tools when they get older – with your help and supervision. 
Completing the activity:
Have your child complete the sheet showing the “good” fires where adults use matches and lighters.  After coloring the page, discuss the items with your child.  Include the rest of the family.

· Include the child in the conversation.  Refrain from lecture

· Ask your child to tell you about the tools in your home and the purpose of each.  Ask your child to tell you about toys and give examples of each.

· Ask for examples of grown-ups using fire safely.  For example: candles, fireplace, barbecue, camp fires

· Outline the rules for match and lighter safety:

· Matches and Lighters are used by adults only or by children with an adult’s help or supervision.
· Matches and lighters are used only for a specific purpose such as lighting a candle or barbecue

· Matches and lighters are never for play.

· Matches and lighters that are found should not be touched.  Tell a grownup where they are.

· If you see another child playing with matches or lighters tell a grownup.

· Children have a natural curiosity about fire.  Help them learn.  Arrange situations where they can learn with your help and supervision, how to use matches and lighters as tools.  Have your child help light the candles on a birthday cake or candles for the dinner table.  Remember, always with your supervision.

Take away the mystique of fire.  Help your child understand that it is a special tool used every day in the world around them.  Don’t use scare tactics.  Help them grow up with a health respect for fire.  Do not use smoking as a good example.  

Use positive language.  For example:  Correct -Tell a grownup if you see a lighter on the table.  Incorrect – Don’t touch lighters.  In this case the incorrect use of words makes it more inviting for the child to want to touch the lighter. 


Matches and Lighters

Are Tools, Not Toys
Fires cook our food, keep us warm and brighten our lives.
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Cooking is for grownups
