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Holiday Fire Safety

Overview:

People tend to be in a festive mood during holidays and their concern for fire safety can become lax.  
. 

Project:

Read the information on holiday fire safety.  Discuss holiday hazards with your family. How can you and your family have safer holidays?

Relay the results of your discussion below and on the back of this page.
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Christmas
Live trees:

· Pack with peat moss and burlap to retain the moisture

· Make sure the tree is fresh and do not buy one that is already dropping needles

· Leave it outside in water until you are ready to decorate

· Make a fresh cut in the trunk to facilitate water absorption

· Keep the tree in a cool place and add water daily

· Do not smoke near the tree

· Take a live tree down as soon as the needles start to fall

· Never put lights on a metallic tree

· Check for flame resistant labels when purchasing and artificial tree

· Place trees out of traffic areas, away from draperies and furniture.

· Tie or secure your tree so it cannot be knocked over or fall

· Use only UL listed lights

· Make sure electrical wires are in good shape

· Be sure to turn off the tree lights when not at home.  Never leave them on when going out or to bed.
· Dispose of papers and boxes at once.  Never burn them in the fireplace
Halloween

Halloween should be fun for everyone, but fire is the ever present danger for which you should be prepared.

· Clothes can and do burn.  When purchasing costumes, make sure it and the accessories are flame resistant.
· Never use candles for lighting pumpkins or other decorations
· Have children carry flashlights, not candles to light their way.
Fourth of July

Independence Day is a time of traditional fireworks.  Fireworks should be left to licensed, qualified professionals.  There are no safe fireworks.  Many children have lost eyes while running with a simple sparkler or been burned by the sparks.  

In most states, fireworks are illegal.  Celebrate America’s independence by watching professional fireworks displays. 
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