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A Fire Safe Home

Overview

Every year 5,000 people lose their lives and over 300,000 persons suffer injuries at the hand of fire every year.  The majority of this damage and destruction is in the home. 

We live with the elements of fire every day.  Our homes are decorated with fabrics and other materials which can ignite and burn to give off toxic gases.  It is our responsibility to be aware of fire hazards and eliminate them in our homes as much as possible.  We should also install early warning devices and prepare and practice home escape plans.

The Activity:
Using the attached Fire Safety Checklist, do a home survey and list the potential fire hazards in your home.  Discuss with your family how each of these problems should be corrected.

Fire Safety Checklist

Circle yes or no

1. Yes
No     
Do you use the 3-step plan for fire safety?  

(1) Eliminate hazards; 
(2) Install smoke alarms and 
(3) develop and practice a home escape plan?

2. Yes
No
Do you make sure matches and smoking materials are out

before disposing of them?
3. Yes
No
Is there a “No Smoking in Bed” rule in your home?

4. Yes
No
Are there enough electrical outlets in your home to avoid the
use of extension cords and multiple attachment plugs?

5. Yes
No
Does your house have special circuits for heavy duty
appliances?

6. Yes
No
Are all electrical cords checked frequently to make sure they
are not worn or frayed?

7. Yes
No
Do cords run under rugs, through doorways or partitions,

over hooks, heaters, pipes and ducts?

8. Yes
No
Do you have at lease one smoke alarm installed in your
home AND test it on a regular basis?

9. Yes
No
Do you have at least one fire extinguisher in your home in an
accessible place?

10. Yes
No
Does your family have a written home escape plan with two
ways out of every room?

11. Yes
No
Have you and your family had a fire drill lately?

12. Yes
No
When you are cooking, do you keep a lid nearby in case of
 fire?
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